
  

 

Birlingham Parish Council   January 2019                                                                

Birlingham Parish Council 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 16 January 2019 

at Birlingham Village Hall 

 

Councillors: 

 

Councillor Aston, Byrne, Fitch, Griffin and Yates 

 

Present: 

 

District Councillor Ron Davies and June Hiden (Clerk). 

 

Welcome 

 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

 

Apologies were tendered by Councillor New.  Also, apologies were given by the Footpath 

Warden, Tree Warden and Lengthsman. 

 

2. Declaration of Interest   

 

a) Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of 

interests. 

b) To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

c) To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.   

d) Written requests for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011) 

are to be with the Clerk at least four clear days prior to a meeting. 

e) Dispensation forms have been received from all Councillors for the term of office ended 

May 2019, 

 

Note: Councillors who have declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, or Other Disclosable 

Interest which falls within the terms of paragraph 12(4) of the code of conduct, must leave the 

room for the relevant items.   Failure to register or declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest may 

be a criminal offence. 

 

Councillor Aston declared an interest in Item 5 Planning.   

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

  The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 November 2018, a copy of which has been circulated 

to all Councillors, was agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chairman.    The 

Chairman thanked Councillor Aston for chairing the November meeting. 

 

  The Chairman thanked Stuart Allen for his work over the last 3 1/2 years. 

 

Democratic Opening 

 The meeting was adjourned for public question time but there were no questions. 

4. Progress Reports 

a) Footpaths:  Bruce Hayward had sent a message to say there was nothing to report at this 

time. 

 

b) Tree Warden:  Nothing to report.  Karl was hopeful that in the Spring he could give more 

time this task.  Clerk will send a message to say, ‘thank you’.  
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c) District Councillor:  

Councillor Davis reported as follows: 

 

“Happy New Year”.  

i. Empty Homes Tax – to increase 100% from 1 April 2019.  There will be exemptions, 

for example the Forces. 

ii. New Homes Bonus – it is ring fenced, but the Parish Council must identify its 

intentions.  Councillor Davies suggested there would be a 2-year time scale.  The 

Parish Council replied saying, as the Councillor is aware, they have plans in the 

pipeline and intend to draw down in the next 6/9 months.   

iii. Community Housing Grant – 18 March 2019 is the cut-off for applications.  

Councillor Davies offered his assistance. 

iv. Elections - establish the Parish Councils standing in the forthcoming elections.  There 

appears to be a pattern of not standing.   The Chairman will let the Councillor know 

of Birlingham’s stance. 

Clerk to ask the Elections Section if a candidate can withdraw after the nominees are 

published?  Councillors are concerned if there are election costs again. 

d) County Councillor:  No report 

 

e) Clerk - See Appendix 1 

Any information from the Lengthsman is included. 

 

5. Planning 

a) Planning applications pending –  

i. 18/02445/HP - Hills Cottage, Upper End  WR10 3AA 

  Demolition of storey single rear extension, partial demolition of a single storey.  

  Refurbishment and remodelling internally 

 Applicant: Mr Nicholas Aston  

 

 Parish Council response due by 31 January 

 

ii. 18/02446/L8/02446/LB (Associated Ref: 18/02445/HP) – Hills Cottage, Upper End 

Demolition of storey single rear extension, partial demolition of a single storey. 

Refurbishment and remodelling internally 

Applicant: Mr Nicholas Aston 

 

Parish Council response due 1 February 

 

b) Applications granted  

i.   18/02158 – The Paddocks, Broadway Road WR10 3AF 

 Single storey side extension and removal of existing garage 

 Applicant: Mr Ivor Brand 

 

 Approved:  26 November 2018  

  

c) Enforcement – nothing reported. 

 

6. Financial Matters 

a) The Accounts for year end 31 March 2019 

i) Bank balance is £6,830.31 as at 7 December 2018. 
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ii) Receipts –  

£228.00 – Worcestershire County Council (Lengthsman - July £108 and August £120) 

£192.00 – Worcestershire County Council 

iii) Payments: – 

  i. £192.00 – Lengthsman September 

Cheque number 531 

ii.  £144.00 – Lengthsman October 

Cheque number 532 

iii. £135.60 – PAYE (October, November, December) 

Cheque number 409 

b) Payments for consideration - 

  i. £132.00 – Lengthsman November    

ii. £204.00 – Lengthsman December    

iii. £532.40 – Clerks salary (July, August, September)    

iv. £532.40 – Clerks salary (October, November, December)     

v. £104.28 – Clerks standard expenses (July, August, September)   

vi £104.28 – Clerks standard expenses (October, November, December) 

 

The Clerk has been to the bank to order a cheque book as this has not come through 

automatically.   

 
c) Precept / tax base 

 The precept is agreed at £6,450.00 including the £179.00 grant.  This is an 8.9% increase 

which is £1.50 per household. 

d) Cheque signatories for Clerk to action: 

 Removal of Stuart Allen from mandate.  No further signatory will be decided until after 

the election process. 

 For note: 

 Election / mandate requirements.  Should there be an election it was agreed that 

Councillor Ian Yates and Councillor Paula Aston can sign cheques in the interim in order 

that the Parish Council can still function.  

 

7. General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 

 

The General Data Protection Regulations action had not progressed since Stuart Allen had 

resigned.  All Councillors had received a copy of the spreadsheet summary of the Regulations.  

Stuart Allen had researched in detail.  There appeared to be nothing since the research that 

superseded the 30 May 2018 ‘deadline’.  There was a Government template, but this was ‘over 

the top’ at the time because of the legislation and uncertainty.  CALC have produced 

templates.  Councillor Aston will look into this and simplify the policy. 

 

8. Policies  

  

The outstanding policies to be updated were deferred.  Councillor Aston will look at Handling 

Requests under the Freedom of Information as this will be covered under the GDPR.  Complaints 

will also be actioned by Councillor Aston.  The Clerk will update Dealing with the Press/Media 

and liaise with Councillor Aston and review the Social Media Policy.  
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9. Village Green and Millennium Bench 

 

At the November meeting it had been agreed to remove the bench from the tree following 

previously attempts to modify the seat, to allow it to remain around the plane tree, having 

been unsuccessful.   
 

  Councillor New had contacted a joiner in the village for his professional assistance with the 

Millennium bench with reference to dismantling it (spilt the bench into segments which is jointed 

in a traditional method and remove from the tree).  Three options had been given.  

Option 1 - £250 dismantle 

Option 2 - £300 materials and 

Option 3 - £500 approximately allowing for lengths of seasoned oak at £70 a length. 

So, it is approximately £250 to take the bench apart and estimated to cost £1,000 to refurbish 

and site in a newly prepared area.   It was difficult to give a fixed quotation without knowing 

what would happen when the bench was dismantled. 

 

 The bench is a community asset which was funded by the Parish Council.   It was suggested 

that if the green was level a circle of stone chippings could be put down to stand the bench 

on to provide a stable base.  Councillor Byrne will have a discussion with a groundsman 

regarding the practicalities of the re-siting and excavating an area on the green.   

 

It was further agreed to investigate a new location on the green.  It was approved to gain 

support and propose a New Homes Bonus application towards the cost of refurbishing the 

bench and to consult the community again on the amount of Bonus available to draw down 

as given on the Wychavon District Council Statement.  Councillor Byrne will write a piece for 

the Bystander to give additional consultation and progress updates to the parishioners.  

Councillor Yates will meanwhile include this matter in a Birlingham News bulletin.  Councillor 

Yates would draft a New Homes Bonus application. 

 

10. Drainage update 

 

 The Clerk has given ongoing reports to residents throughout the upgrading scheme in the 

Birlingham News bulletins.  The project has been completed.  The garden at Barncroft in the 

Upper End has still to be reinstated satisfactorily when the weather allows.  Severn Trent Water 

did not attend site when asked to do so and while there was traffic control in the Upper End.  

Their pipe will need to be rectified/repaired at some stage in the future.  The Clerk was thanked 

for her assistance in liaising with the Project Manager of the scheme and keeping villagers 

informed. 

 

 Councillors agreed that the team on site had been very considerate to traffic.  The scheme 

was a good result. 

 

11. Speed Awareness 

 

 There was still no response from the Speed Watch Co-ordinator following the site meeting last 

year and the feasibility of support from the Safer Roads Partnership.  The Clerk will contact the 

local Community Police Team for their continued support. 

 

12. Berwick Lane 

 

 There had been contact from a resident regarding the water in Berwick Lane.  The leakage 

appears to be from Lower End Farm and it is pooling at Gardeners Cottage and beyond.   

Severn Trent Water and Highways at Worcestershire County Council have been contacted 

without any progress.  Severn Trent has sent a ‘holding response’ suggesting that they will carry 

out a ‘lead’ test.   There is a highway safety issue and there is a public disability vehicle that 

uses the lane on a regular basis.  Clerk to action. 
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13. Litter Pick 

 

 A date for a litter pick was discussed.  It was agreed as Saturday 23 March at 10am meeting 

on the village green.  This would include a walk along Asham Lane to assist with the clearance 

of any rubbish prior to the lane being cut back and topped with a tractor by Councillor Yates.  

Councillor Byrne volunteered to use a quad bike beforehand to remove some of the items 

along the track. 

 

14. War Memorial 

 

 At the November meeting Chris Reynard had asked for support from the Parish Council to head 

a project for the war memorial.   Research had revealed that Frederick Quarrell a villager that 

died in the war is not on the memorial or on any other war memorial.  In order for the name to 

be added through funding and for any donations received, a bank account is needed.  The 

Parish Council agreed that the Jubilee Committee would need to support this request.  Chris 

Reynard is willing to head this project and investigate further.   

 

Councillors agreed to give any support to this project.  It was suggested that villagers be 

consulted for their support and contributions and that the New Homes Bonus may be a way of 

contributing towards the cost of the inscription.   It is estimated that the works will cost £350 

approximately following quotations given by the stone masons contacted. 

 

15. New Homes Bonus 

 

 The schedule regarding the amount of New Homes Bonus money to draw down on was 

showing on Wychavon District Councils website as £1,372.00.  Discussion took place on the 

following items. 

 

 Millennium Bench 

 

 This project has been published to villagers already and is discussed at Item 9.    

 

 War Memorial 

 

 This is a project that has been mentioned before and is discussed at Item 14. 

 

 WW2 Booklets 

 

 This is a new idea following the success of the First World War leaflet which was produced by 

the Jubilee Committee as a commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the end of the War. 

The Committee is now planning a similar booklet to mark the 75th anniversary, in 2020, of the 

end of the Second World War, covering the 39 men and women from Birlingham who saw 

active service. The booklet would provide a permanent record of the service personnel and 

their families, and of life in Birlingham during the war years. The production costs are estimated 

to be £432 and the Jubilee Committee wish to apply for the Bonus of £200 towards these costs. 

The remainder of the printing costs will be raised by the committee.  

 

 It was agreed to give the New Homes Bonus money to each project as follows: 

 

 Millennium Bench - £872.00 (£200.00 extra would be funded by the Parish Council) 

 War Memorial - £300.00 

 Booklets - £200.00 

 

16. Dates of meetings for 2019/2020 

 

 The following dates were approved for future meetings:- 

 

Ordinary meetings on a Wednesday:   
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2019 

15 May at 7.30pm 

17 July at 7.00pm 

18 September at 7.00pm 

20 November at 7.00pm 

 

2020 

15 January at 7.00pm 

18 March at 7.00pm 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 2019  

 

15 May at 7pm (election year – meeting must be held between Wednesday 8 May and 

Thursday 23 May) 

 

 Councillor Fitch will confirm the bookings. 

 

17. Councillors’ reports and items for next agenda 

 

There was nothing further.    A reminder was given regarding the elections in May. NALC has 

advised that Councillors will take up office on Tuesday 7 May 2019.   Further information is 

available on the NALC web site at www.nalc.gov.uk/elections 

 

18. Closure and date of next ordinary meeting - with nothing further to discuss the meeting closed 

at 8.37pm and the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance. 

 

 The next Parish Council Meeting is on Wednesday 20 March 2019 at 7.00pm. 

 

 

 

Signed:  ..................................................................................  Councillor Ian Yates, Chairman  

 

Date:   ………………………………………..………..……..……  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/elections
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Appendix 1 – Clerk’s Report 

 

Lengthsman 

 
Letter received from the Lengthsman Scheme Manager at Worcestershire County Council asking for 

an update on the LANTRA qualification.  Carl Brassington requires this in order to work in the highway. 

The following information has been returned: 

Traffic management registration scheme number 86202/2 

Course 12D (M1) MWO 

27/04/2010 

Expires 02/09/2019 

 

Community Engagement Workshop 

Clerk attended the seminar on Tuesday 27 November led by CALC. 

The event offered help and tips and encouragement to councils for the engagement of new 

councillors. Gill Lungley delivering the session and the event was free of charge 

Elections and the nomination process 

 
A letter has been received from the Electoral Services Manager, Deputy Returning Officer / Deputy 

Electoral Registration Officer at Wychavon District Council advising of the process for the forthcoming 

elections. 

 

The advertising poster for candidates’ seminars has been forwarded for the website and placed on 

the village noticeboard. 

 

Seminars are being held in February ahead of the May elections.  These sessions will provide useful 

information and will cover the nomination process. 

 

The notice of election will be published on 22 March and nominations must be received (by hand at 

the Civic Centre, Pershore) by 4pm on 3 April 2019. 

 

All candidates will be advised to refresh themselves on the nomination process to avoid any rejected 

papers.  Guidance can be found on the Electoral Commissions website 

at https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-

council-elections-in-england-and-wales 

 
Qualifications for standing for election  
 

To be able to stand as a candidate at a parish council election in England you must:  

 

• be at least 18 years old 

• be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of any member state of the 

European Union, and 

• meet at least one of the following four qualifications: 

 

a. You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the 

parish/community in which you wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards.  

 

b. You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish/community area 

during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election.  

 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/candidate-or-agent/parish-and-community-council-elections-in-england-and-wales
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c. Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your nomination and the 

day of election has been in the parish/community area.  

 

d. You have lived in the parish/community area or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 

months before the day of your nomination and the day of election.  

 

Lengthsman Reporting 

 
CHURCH STREET – pothole   reference number 621084 

 
12 December passed to contractor for repair. 

 

NEW BARN LANE – pothole   reference number 625906 
 

 

27 December – highways have attended site and raised a four-week order for repairs to be made to 

the carriageway. 

 

THE AVENUE - A tree on the Avenue has snapped off and is lying against another bow.   

Revills have been informed of the issue and have acknowledged that they will inspect the tree to 

ascertain ownership. 

 

HGV’s 

16 December - Clerk contacted James Revill regarding an incident involving an HGV outside the Old 

Post Office. 

17 December – acknowledgement sent from Redstar who will look into the matter.  Overall the HGV 

traffic have been listening to farm instructions and avoiding New Barn Road. 

Homeowners are aware that ‘posts or stones’ should not be put in highway verges.  

Drainage  

20 December 

Message from the Projects Engineer to Clerk quotes “Good news – we are wrapping up on site today! 

There are a couple of things that will need addressing after we leave: - 

        The garden area immediately behind the front wall still needs to be reinstated. We haven't 

been able to address this due to the recent wet weather - going in there with the machine 

would cause more harm than good. I spoke with Mr Freeth and he is aware of the situation. As 

soon as we get a dry spell in the new year we will return to site and address it. 

        STW have gone through one of the gully connections opposite Barncroft. We have exposed 

the pipe and found that there was nothing that could be done as the STW main was dead 

centre through our pipe. STW were informed but never attended site despite promising their 

attention. A such we have taken photos etc to report to STW and have had to backfill and 

make safe the excavation.  

        There is still some ponding to the entrance of Old Dairy, but this is due to the driveway and 

where the driveway treatment encroaches on the highway limits.   

So…..it just leaves me to say thank you for your invaluable help with this scheme over the last few 

months.  Your assistance with the Parish, locals and Revills has been much appreciated”. 

  

 



  

 

Birlingham Parish Council   January 2019                                                                

Birlingham News (extracts of relevance) 

Birlingham News 172 – 28 November  

Christmas is just around the corner and here is the first round-up of events, along with details of 

Christmas bin collections and the second phase of the upgrade to highway drainage, which also 

affects bus services. 

In this issue: 

1. St James’ Church Services – December 

2. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 4th December 

3. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 5th December 

4. St James’ Christmas Cards 

5. Highway Drainage Upgrading 

6. Temporary Change to Bus Services 

7. Christmas Bin Collections 

8. Parish Council Report 

9. Planning Applications  

Highway Drainage Upgrading 

The Parish Clerk writes: 

Phase 1 of the upgrading of the village drainage has been completed around the church and at 

the end of Church Street. 

Phase 2 of the upgrade, which is in Upper End, will be delayed. I have received an update by the 

Engineer in charge of the works saying that this is due to circumstances with another project. At this 

time the works may need to be delayed by one week, giving a revised start date of Monday 3rd 

December. You may see the gang starting slightly earlier but this will be on private property, where 

a manhole has to be installed. 

For the majority of the time, during daylight hours, the only access into the village will be via New 

Barn Road. Advance road signs will be in place on the A4104 Pershore Road. 

I will keep you updated when I hear more. 

Temporary Change to Bus Services 

Due to the closure of Upper End in Birlingham, services 53 & 54 will not be able to serve Birlingham 

between 9.00am and 3.00pm (and possibly outside those times, depending on the state of the 

roadworks) from now until the end of December. During this time buses will not go into Birlingham. 

 

Please note the bus stop at Birlingham Church will not be served during this extended period, which 

starts one week before the road closure (due to begin on Monday 3rd December). However, you 

will still be able to catch these services from Eckington Road. 

Christmas Bin Collections 

Dates for bin collections in Birlingham over the Christmas period are as follows: 

o Saturday 22nd December (brought forward from Tuesday 25th December): green bins (plus 

up to two extra clear recycling sacks) & brown bins.  

o Saturday 5th January (replacing Tuesday 1st January): black bins (plus up to two extra refuse 

sacks).  

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AM2O62l4tYXXW_7jXgnnKNVN4xk?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
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o You can also put out two extra clear recycling sacks on Tuesday 8th January with your green 

bin.  

Clear recycling sacks will be available from the Birlingham phone box or from Pershore Civic Centre. 

 

Parish Council Report 

Paula Aston writes: 

At its meeting on 21st November, Birlingham Parish Council discussed a number of issues, including 

the following: 

o After almost four years of service, Councillor Stuart Allen tendered his resignation. Thanks, 

were given to Stuart for his hard work and support during his time on the council.  

o During the recent preparation for the Armistice Centenary, it was discovered that a further 

name (Frederick Quarrell) needed to be added to the War Memorial. In order to for this to be 

done, funds of over £300 need to be raised. Further information will be available in the New 

Year as to how the funds are to be raised.  

o The Parish Council has consulted a professional in restoration of woodwork. He has advised 

that the Millennium Bench needs to be removed from its current position around the plane 

tree as damage is being caused to both the tree and the bench through natural growth. The 

Council has agreed for the bench to be removed in early spring, when the Council will assess 

any damage and decide whether the bench can be repaired and if so where it should be 

relocated. Further details will be provided as the works are undertaken.  

o The budget for the Parish Council for 2019/20 was discussed and set. A slight increase to funds 

has been applied for in order for the Council to continue to support and fund projects for the 

village.  

o Next May sees the election of councillors to the Parish Council. Villagers will be able to vote 

to elect members of the Parish Council if more than seven people put their names forward.  

Full minutes of the Parish Council meeting will be available in due course. 

Planning Applications 

The following planning application has been determined by Wychavon District Council: 

o The Paddocks, Broadway Road: Single storey side extension and removal of existing garage 

(Case No. 18/02158). Approved. Full details and conditions can be viewed on the Wychavon 

DC website.  

 

Birlingham News 173 – 12 December 

With the festive season just two weeks away, here is a selection of Christmas goodies. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Christmas Services 

2. Christmas & New Year at The Swan Inn 

3. Friends of St James’ Christmas Cards 

4. Christmas Bin Collections 

5. Christmas Photo Quiz, Part 1 

6. Drainage Update  

 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AKRcgqVohshhXBFZAwj8yNQOeSM?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
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Christmas Bin Collections 

The next collection of green and brown bins is on Saturday 22nd December (three days earlier than 

usual). On that day, you can also leave out up to two extra clear recycling sacks. Clear recycling 

sacks will be available from the Birlingham phone box or from Pershore Civic Centre. 

Drainage Update 

The Parish Clerk writes: 

In the last update I wrote that for the majority of the time, during daylight hours, the only access into 

the village will be via New Barn Road. 

Advance road signs are in place on the A4104 Pershore Road. A controlled barrier system is operating 

for the HGVs to the farms in order to avoid their use of the New Barn Road diversion. 

 

The gang have asked that vehicles and their drivers heed the road closure order. They have been 

making the road ‘safe’ for passage when they are not in the area (twilight and overnight) but at 

other times it is for their safety whilst working in the highway digging trenches and building new 

manholes. I have been made aware that the barriers are being removed by villagers. 

 

Please drive slowly and carefully for Birlingham’s sake. 

 

Birlingham News 174 – 26 December 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! If you need something to do after working your 

way through the Christmas leftovers, take a look at our Christmas quiz; even if you can’t name the 

subjects of the photographs, enjoy this glimpse of Birlingham from 60 years ago. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Cuppa & Chat, Wednesday 2nd January 

2. New Year Bin Collections 

3. St James’ Church Services – January 

4. Birlingham Photography Club, Tuesday 8th January 

5. Christmas Photo Quiz, Part 2 

6. Drainage Update 

7. High Visibility Clothing 

8. Natural Networks Programme  

Drainage Update 

The Parish Clerk writes: 

Good news . . . the drainage upgrade has been completed! 

There are a couple of things that will need addressing at a later stage: 

• The garden at Barncroft still needs to be reinstated when there is a break in the weather. We 

thank the Freeths again for their patience in this matter.  

• Severn Trent Water have gone through one of the gully connections opposite Barncroft. STW 

were informed by Highways but never attended site, despite promising to rectify. The gang 

have had to backfill and make safe the excavation. The surfacing is only a temporary 

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AO_35ocaahw9XCNPXgF66CrUYJw?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AO_35ocaahw9XCNPXgF66CrUYJw?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/1/messages/AO_35ocaahw9XCNPXgF66CrUYJw?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&.partner=none&.src=fp#1
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reinstatement, so if STW don’t address the issue and the surfacing starts to break up this will 

have to be dealt with.  

• There is still some ponding to the entrance of Old Dairy but this is due to where the driveway 

treatment encroaches on the highway limits.  

So, it just leaves me to say ‘thank you’ for your help with traffic diversions and accommodating this 

scheme over the last few weeks. 

High Visibility Clothing 

We have been asked to highlight the dangers of walking around the village roads during the current 

dark nights. 

In the winter months, would people who are walking their dogs, or just walking, please wear some 

sort of high-visibility clothing so that motorists can pick them up earlier and take the necessary action. 

This applies to cyclists as well. If not, it is an accident waiting to happen. 

Natural Networks Programme 

Worcestershire County Council are holding a launch event for the Natural Networks Programme on 

Thursday 31st January. This programme supports biodiversity projects. The programme offers 

professional advice on how to create, improve or restore wildlife-rich habitats and offers grants up to 

45% of the total project’s cost. Grants are available from £2,000 up to £200,000. 

The venue is the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, Lower Smite Farm, Hindlip, WR3 8SZ. Time:6.00pm-

8.00pm. 

 

Participants will hear from a range of speakers, including those already involved and developing 

their own projects and partner organisations providing support, advice and funding. 

 

To book a free place, go to https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/welcome-to-natural-networks-

registration-52602586753. 

 

Birlingham News 175 – 9 January 

Welcome to the first edition of 2019. 

 

In this issue: 

1. Jennie Jowett 

2. Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 16th January 

3. Burns Night Dinner, Saturday 26th January 

4. Snowdrop Teas 

5. Online Village Noticeboard 

6. Wychavon Community Recognition Awards 

7. Wychavon Community Grants Scheme  

Parish Council Meeting, Wednesday 16th January 

The next meeting of Birlingham Parish Council takes place on Wednesday 16th January at 7.00pm in 

Birlingham Village Hall. During the meeting there is an opportunity to express your views on local 

issues, so please come along. 
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The agenda for the meeting will be available shortly at www.birlingham.org 

/pc_info/pc_agenda_2019-01-16.pdf and the draft minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting 

on 21st November will be at www.birlingham.org/pc_info/pc_minutes_2018-11-21.pdf. 

Wychavon Community Recognition Awards 

There are a huge number of individuals and groups in Wychavon District working voluntarily week 

after week, helping to run clubs and projects that make a real difference to the community. 

 

Why not reward them and nominate them for a Community Recognition Award? You can now 

nominate someone whom you think deserves this by visiting the Community Recognition Awards 

website at https://www.wychavon.gov.uk/recognitionaward. If you would like a hard copy of the 

nomination form please contact Tracy Grubb on 01386 565168 or 

email tracy.grubb@wychavon.gov.uk. 

 

Closing date for nominations is Friday 1st February. 

Wychavon Community Grants Scheme 

The 2019 Wychavon Community Grants Scheme is now open for applications. £50,000 is available to 

voluntary and charitable groups for projects relating to all aspects of community life: community 

buildings, sports, arts – in fact any project that makes a lasting contribution to the local community 

by encouraging community engagement. 

Applications must be made before noon on 29th March. Anyone wanting an application pack 

should call Tracey Grubb on 01386 565168 or email tracy.grubb@wychavon.gov.uk. The packs are 

available as hard copies or electronically. Full details 

at www.birlingham.org/docs/community_grants_2019.pdf. 
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