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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 11 May 2017 

Birlingham Cricket Pavilion 

 

 

Welcome  

 

Present: Councillors Aston, Byrne, Fitch, Hill, New and Yates. 

 

In attendance:  County Councillor Adrian Hardman, District Councillor Davis, Carl Brassington 

(Lengthsman), Karl Grimston (Tree Warden), Bruce Hayward (Footpath Warden) and June Hiden 

(Clerk). 

Felicity Collier, Angela Fitch, Val Gilmore, Kelvin Hartshorne, Ali Hasting, Sue Hayward, Clare Kew, 

David Kew, Ann Maxwell, Caryl Mills, Steve Morris, Adrianne Woodward, Chris Woodward and 

Mark Yeomans. (signatures on circulation list) 

 

Apologies:  Julie Pardoe (West Mercia Police), Claire Lording and Shoot Captain, John McGrath 

 

1) Election of Chairman  

Councillor John Hill was elected as Chairman (the Chair of the Parish Council must preside if 

present). 

 

 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

2) Declaration of Interest for Councillors 

 

a. Register of Interests: Councillors are reminded of the need to update their register of 

interests.   

b. To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in items on the agenda and their nature. 

c. To declare any Other Disclosable Interests in items on the agenda and their nature.  

 

3) Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting 

 

 The Minutes of the Parish Meeting, held on 11 May 2016, were verified by Councillors as a true 

record and duly signed by the Chairman. 

 

4) Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

 

Councillor Hill invited Steve Morris to present the report, as he had only recently stood down. 

 

Steve Morris reported: 

 

“After ten years on the Parish Council, the last three as Chairman, I decided that it was time to 

make room for someone new. I have never believed it is good for anyone to stay on a council 

for too long and fresh ideas are always welcome. Therefore, this will be my last Chairman’s 

Report. 

First, I would like to thank June Hiden for the long hours she puts in as Clerk. As always, she has 

kept us up to date with information from the District and County Councils and she ensures that 

we perform our duties in accordance with the ever-increasing set of regulations. 

Since last year Steve Conder has resigned from the Council for work reasons. However, we 

have been delighted to welcome back Paula Aston, who is as enthusiastic as ever. She has 

already taken on the perennial problem of speeding in the village. 

We have continued to build up our depleted reserves, under the expert guidance of our 

Finance Support Officer, John Hill. This year we have increased our precept more than usual to 

ensure that we can continue to work towards a healthier financial state in future years. John 

has also been Acting Chairman for the last two months and seems to have settled in to the role 

well; my thanks to him for taking this on. 
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A great deal of time has been spent compiling the Village Design Statement. We were 

delighted that so many members of the community were keen to get involved and last 

summer we set up a number of working groups to look at specific aspects of the statement. This 

process has been chaired by Ian Yates, who has put in an immense amount of time to steer the 

group through this complex process. A very successful Open Day was held in October and the 

results of all this work are now taking shape in the form of the final statement. Again, Ian has 

worked tremendously to create a coherent, consistent document. We hope to have it finalised 

soon, after which it will be published for local consultation. 

Ken Fitch has continued to co-ordinate our responses to planning applications and once again 

has been faced by some challenging proposals. Thanks are also due to Stuart Allen and Marion 

New for their valuable input to meetings and the work of the Council. 

I would like to express my congratulations to County Councillor Adrian Hardman, who was re-

elected last week. He has always worked hard on behalf of the parish and we are keeping our 

fingers crossed that the long-awaited resurfacing of Church Street will materialise. District 

Councillor Ron Davis has continued to support us and been a regular visitor to our meetings; he 

has hardly missed a meeting in my ten years on the Council. 

Bruce Hayward has continued to put in many hours on maintaining our footpaths, assisted by 

Mark Smith. The footpaths, signs, stiles and gates are looking better than ever. 

Our Tree Warden, Karl Grimston, continues to maintain the village trees and has planted a 

number of new ones around the village. His diligence is much appreciated. The village Lengths 

man, Carl Brassington, continues to keep our gullies, drains and footways up to standard. Carl 

also maintains the village green for us. 

Chris Reynard has continued to be our liaison with PACT, which now conducts its business by 

email. 

Recently we contributed part of our New Homes Bonus to the Cricket Club for improvement to 

its toilet facilities and the Parish Council have received an application from the Flower and 

Produce Show for a grant towards a new marquee to be used at their show and other events 

in the village. It is good to see this money being put to such good use. 

The phone box continues to be used by the Flower and Produce Show, who are hoping to 

smarten it up this summer. 

Other headlines include: a new Tree Preservation Order covering a large area of land in Upper 

End: the War Memorial has now been listed; the electricity cables in and around Church Street 

have been moved underground. 

The annual litter pick was well supported, and we are in the process of refurbishing the 

Millennium Bench. We entered the Wychavon Parish Games for a third year, though in less 

events; thanks to Denise McGowan for taking overall control of our entries. So, a great deal has 

been going on during the year, once again demonstrating that we live in a thriving 

community. 

I would like to wish the Parish Council well in the future; I’m sure the organisation will go from 

strength to strength”. 

 

He further stated that he had encouraged electors to have a go at being a Councillor and to 

consider the present vacancy. 

 

Councillor Hill thanked Steve Morris and wanted to make people aware of how much he had 

done towards the Village Survey, the Jubilee Committee and now the Bystander. 

 

Councillor Hill then read out the following statement: 

 

“This meeting is held as the name suggests annually and is the opportunity for all residents to 

share their thoughts and views on any aspect of the village. It is organised by the Parish Council 

usually in May of each year. 

I have been a Councillor for five years and so have experienced several of these meetings 

which were rarely attended by anyone other than the Parish Councillors and so just became a 
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review of what had happened over the previous year. However, after one Parish Council 

meeting we retired to The Swan and in conversation with a villager he expressed that his 

understanding of the aims of the many organisations in the village was minimal. This sparked an 

idea! 

 Knowing that my predecessor, Steve Morris would be a ‘hard act to follow’ it occurred to me 

that we needed to try a different format for the meeting and maybe help villagers to 

understand more of what happens in their village. 

So, on the basis that ‘nothing ventured, nothing gained’ I decided to make the first change 

and hold the meeting at the Cricket Club and to invite organisations involved in village 

pastimes and hobbies to inform the assembled audience more about what they do.  It is quite 

amazing if you sit down and list what goes on in this village quite how many organisations there 

are. This listing then created a balancing act between how many could speak and the desire 

not to prolong the meeting”. 

The Chairman said that the meeting would then follow on with a review of the Parish Council work 

via various reports, including Bruce Hayward, Footpath Warden, Carl Brassington, Lengthsman and 

Karl Grimston the Tree Warden.  Reports would also be heard from our County Councillor, Adrian 

Hardman and our District Councillor, Ron Davis.    

5)  To receive annual reports from elected representatives 

County Councillor 

The Chairman said he was pleased to see Councillor Hardman return to his position as County 

Councillor.   

County Councillor Adrian Hardman read the following report: 

“Dear All 

I am delighted to be with you tonight, and to be able to field your questions at the end of this 

report. Though I am no longer leader of the Council, it has meant that I have been able to take 

a step back and appraise how the County Council is running; also, it has meant that after the 

election result I shall be returning to the front line so to speak.  

We continue to have a series of budgetary challenges in a series of areas, some in some areas 

caused by demand pressure and some by the reductions in Government funding which we are 

still, some ten years on from the crash, having to cope with. As I highlighted last year there are 

four areas of concern; the numbers of Children in our care, Adult Social care, dealing with the 

cuts, and devolution. 

We have more children in our care now than at any time in our history, with some 760 now 

under the care of the Council. This pressure has not helped us in our recent OFSTED inspection, 

where we are found to be inadequate in some areas. This meant in the recent budget were 

had to find some £3.5M to fund this pressure. The issue is one of staffing and leadership in my 

view. 

Our demographic pressure has been shown up in the performance at the Worcestershire 

Acute, were the pressure over the Christmas period nearly meant in had to call a stage 4 alert. 

We have diverted some extra £9M into the adult social care. This does not improve the service 

but keep it in a steady state. The improvements are to come by supporting the frail in their own 

homes, with enablement support. The budget has helped with some £2.1 M being sent from the 

centre to support us. To be financial sound and strong is a great advantage at times such as 

these, so one can role with an unexpected blow. 

The devolution debate has been on pause for the year. 

On the plus side of the balance sheet we still have the forth lowest council tax, the waste to 

energy plant is now finished on time and even slightly under budget, so we no longer have to 

rely on Hill and Moor landfill. This means that some 20 lorries a day have been removed from 



 

Page 4 of 16      Annual Meeting May 2017 

the A road in the village.  The Worcestershire economy has been the 3rd fastest growing LEP 

area in the Country for the past 5 years averaging over 3.2%. 9 out of 10 of our schools are 

rated good or outstanding. We continue to invest in the road, rail, and digital infrastructure, as 

seen by the works on the Southern link (despite the views of the Worcester News), the 

Worcestershire Parkway station is under way, and broadband has been improved in the village. 

Unlike some Counties we continue to maintain the road network in a fair condition. Try 

Cheltenham for an example. 

On a local level, this is what really counts; the improvements to the village which we alluded to 

in last year’s report are still in the plan. I have been chasing the Department over Church 

Street, and we now have a window booked in June for the work. The bus service continues to 

worry me, and I am convinced that a community solution could be found. I know your clerk is 

active on flood schemes within the village, and in deed on polling day I saw the Jetting the 

gully by the Church. One day it will rain! It has been an odd year for weather.  

I have today been talking to the Director over the question of the bridge over the Avon to 

ensure this is not forgotten about”. 

Adrian Hardman advised that he was pleased that he receives the electronic village email news 

and consequently has recently come to view the snowdrops as well as keeping in touch with 

village matters.  He thanked the Chairman for his ‘evenness and consistency’ and the Clerk for 

sending reminders of the meetings and village concerns. 

District Councillor 

District Councillor Ron Davis gave a summary of items affecting the village.  He thanked Steve 

Morris for his time and efforts in the last 10 years.  He thanked Councillor Hardman for the 

continued support.  He was pleased that Wychavon District Council had helped to achieve the 

third ‘best’ county in England.  Councillor Davis brought a copy of the Wychavon Survey which 

appeared to conclude that we all live longer in this area because of the pleasing surroundings in 

which we live.  The information of the Survey can be viewed on the authority’s website. 

6) Annual Reports from representatives 

The Parish Warden reports were given. 

Footpath Warden 

 

 The Chairman and members wished to thank Bruce Hayward for his volunteering work and to 

Mark Smith for his continuing help.  Councillor Hill said what an excellent job Bruce did, and the 

footpaths were in a really good condition.  The Warden was quite happy to continue with his 

duties and thanked the landowners for their assistance. 

 

The Warden gave his report, as follows:  

  

Birlingham Footpath Warden’s Annual Report May 2017 

 

“Birlingham has 2 volunteers who, together with local landowners and others, look after the 

Parish footpaths on behalf of the County Council. The County Council meet any small expenses 

incurred and will often supply ‘furniture’ (e.g. gates, stiles etc.) that needs to be replaced. 

 

A good example of this is the new gates on Footpath No. 506 (which runs west from the village 

green). The County Council supplied the gates and they were installed by the landowner. 
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The main work in the past year for the volunteers has, as usual, been the controlling/clearing of 

undergrowth and repairs to stiles and finger-posts. 

 

Sometimes it’s difficult to spot where the furniture is (!) – as you can see from these before and 

after photos of the finger-post at the top of Withy Walk (Footpath No. 511): 

 

 

 

At each Parish Council meeting a report is made of work undertaken during the previous two 

months. 

 

All the footpaths in Worcestershire are shown on the Public Rights of Way web map which is 

maintained by the County Council Countryside Service; visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/ 

countryside and click on Public Rights of Way and then Interactive Map. (There is a link from the 

village website). 

 

If anyone has any concerns or suggestions regarding the footpaths in the Parish, please 

contact me at Tadpole Cottage or via the Parish clerk”. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/%20countryside
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/%20countryside
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Lengthsman’s Report 

 

 The Lengthsman, Carl Brassington had reported that he was happy to continue for the next 

financial year and was thanked by the Chairman for his work.    He said his old truck has retired 

and had been replaced.  He reiterated the need for assistance from the farmers in verge erosion.  

He also asked that residents be aware of tree and hedge maintenance to prevent highway safety 

issues. 

 

Carl’s report for 2016/2017, reads as follows: 

 

“The Lengthsman is employed by the Parish Council on behalf of Worcestershire County 

Council highways department to patrol the roads in the parish and carry out a range of duties 

relating to drainage and highway issues. The Lengthsman does not generally repair potholes 

but reports them to WCC for attention. 

During the year, I have patrolled the village clearing fallen trees, emptying gullies and grids and 

collecting litter and debris. 

In the summer the work mainly involves strimming borders and sight lines at road junctions and 

clearing headwalls and grips. In the autumn and winter, the emphasis turns to the drainage 

and keeping grips and gullies clear and collecting the vast amount of leaves that fall on the 

roads. 

 

Flooding 

This year has been relatively uneventful as far as flooding goes. There have been fewer 

incidents of flash flooding and these we quickly dispersed by the drainage system.  

There are some hot spots where flooding is an issue in very heavy inundations such as outside 

Court House Cottages, the Eckington Road/ Rectory Road junction and outside The Coach 

House in Broadway. These are being targeted by Highways to see what can be done. 

Since the re-surfacing of the main village roads some years ago several gullies have become 

redundant because the tarmac overlay has been installed too high for the grid with no means 

for the water to reach it. This is noticeable outside The Old Dairy, Moorsfield, The Manor House 

and The Moors. 

 

Recently, Highways Department engineers have been undertaking camera surveys of the 

system with a view to producing an uprated scheme in the near future. This has taken the form 

of mapping out the existing system and liaising with Severn Trent to integrate the Highways 

drainage with the land drainage. 

Several overgrown access points have been unearthed and hopefully a better understanding 

of how the system works will help to tackle the remaining flood spots. 

 

Verges 

A continuing problem this year has been the erosion of the verges. As machinery gets bigger 

and activity increases the verges have taken a pounding and in some parts roadside gullies 

that were in the verge are now two or three feet from the new line. Some large vehicles have 

become lost or even trapped by the narrowness of the lanes particularly in Lower End and 

large amounts of damage have been done turning around. 

To alleviate this some villagers have placed stones on the grass verge to discourage 

encroachment, but I have to point out that this is technically an obstruction and the person 

responsible could be liable for damage caused to any vehicle. 

Householders are also responsible for keeping their hedgerows and trees from obstructing the 

highway and I would ask anyone who has a roadside hedge to have a look and ensure that it 

is not overhanging. 

There is also an issue with the road signs that were installed some time ago as these do not tally 

with the maps used by satellite navigation systems causing some confusion. 

If any villager has a concern regarding the roads or related issues, please contact me and I will 

do my best to help or report to the relevant department.” 
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Tree Warden 

 

Karl Grimston was happy to continue as Tree Warden and gave the following report:  

 

“Jubilee Way 

  

Significant number of trees from both plantings have now taken hold. The Rowan and Field 

Maple trees planted 18 months ago are doing very well. Approximately 20 trees were lost in the 

last 12 months and I believe this is primarily attributable to the condition of the ground and lack 

of rain. There are some areas where the existing trees, Oak and Ash, are self-seeding and 

spreading. My plan is to transplant some of these in the autumn to fill in the gaps. These areas 

have been tidied up and some pruning on new and existing trees done. 

  

Withy Walk/Barns 

  

The trees planted here have struggled but several have taken hold. Five more mature 

replacement Rowan trees have been planted together with more substantial stakes. 

  

Church Street Field 

  

These were mainly the left-over whips from the original planting in Jubilee Way. They are 

growing well despite the continual battle with nettles. 

 

The Jubilee Committee have been approached a about planting trees in Jubilee Way in 

memory of people.” 

 

Karl thanked villagers who have assisted him with work in tree and hedge planting.  Most trees 

were doing well. Karl asked that if parishioners identify areas that they wish to see planted they 

may be available as a ‘community project’. 

 

PACT Representative’s Report 

 

Chris Reynard was keeping the Parish Council updated throughout the year where necessary.  

Most reporting was now available on-line. 

 

West Mercia Police 

 

Julie Pardoe reported: 

“Due to other commitments I have not had chance to attend and carry out further speed 

checks,  I am hoping to attend shortly”. 

 

Full report appended. 

 

7) Community Groups  

Over recent months, Councillors had discussed the need to engage more with the Community 

and in particular with the many organisations, clubs etc which exist in the village.  To this end at 

the last Parish Council meeting it was agreed that the format of the Parish Meeting should be 

changed, and that time would be given to each club to make a short presentation of its aims and 

objectives.  Through this it is hoped that those living in this Community will understand and 

appreciate the range of different activities which are available on their ‘doorstep’ which may 

lead to them becoming involved. 

Representatives from the following clubs gave a short talk: 

Bell Ringers                                Chris Woodward 

Birlingham Cricket Club           Mark Yeomans on behalf of BCC Secretary, Adrian Pawsey 
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Birlingham Shoot                      Steven Byrne on behalf of the Shoot Captain, John McGrath 

Cuppa and Chat                        Adrianne Woodward 

Flower and Produce Show          Dave Kew, Committee Member 

Friends of St James’ Church        Ian Yates 

Independent Women               June Barke 

Jubilee Committee                    Steve Morris 

St James’ Church                       Ann Maxwell speaking on behalf of Claire Lording 

Full reports are appended. 

8) Open Session 

Following a short break for refreshments there was an open forum where many subjects were 

discussed. 

Question – Is there a cost on the kitchen and toilet proposal for the church?  John Hill advised that 

one project for facilities included water and sewage, and was estimated at £85,000.  This would 

come through a ‘heritage’ / lottery type of fund and working in conjunction with other people.  

He was hopeful that this could be achieved and was waiting for final proposals following a visit by 

the planning department of the church.  Investigations are to take place and the final project 

may take 5 years.  The PCC will support The Friends.    

Question – Ringing chamber in the church.  The proposed project may happen at the end of the 

year. 

Question – Drainage.  The Clerk is progressing the issues with Worcestershire County Council. 

The Chairman thanked those that had spoken during the evening and to the villagers who would 

hopefully go away knowing more about the hobbies or pastimes available to them and whom to 

contact should they wish to be involved.   The Clerk was thanked for organising the event. 

Overall thanks were said to the Cricket Club for use of their building.  

 

Closure – with nothing further to discuss the meeting closed.  The date of the next Annual Parish 

Meeting in May will be posted when arranged.   

 

 

 

Signed:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. . . . . . .     Ian Yates, Chairman 

 

 

Date:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. . . . . . . . 
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APPENDIX 

 

WEST MERCIA REPORT - Annual Police Report 2015-16 

 

“The last 12 months has continued to be busy throughout our policing area which extends from 

Whittington, Upton Snodsbury and Dormston in the north to Bredon and Beckford in the south.  

We have carried out active engagement within our policing area in the form of monthly police 

surgeries and local parish events.  The whole team remain committed to tackling all levels of 

crime throughout the area including rural crime and poaching and providing security advice 

and support to victims and vulnerable residents. 

 

This report is based using the recorded crime figures between 13/05/16 and 13/05/17 the 

comparison is relating to the corresponding dates in 2015/16.  

 

Overall the police recorded 32 incidents that were reported by members of the public this is 

compared to 45 incidents reported the previous year.   

 

Of the 32 incidents the Parish had 9 recordable crimes (incidents where a specific offence has 

occurred) this was in comparison to 15 recordable crimes the previous year. 

 

The breakdown of offences is as follows: 

 

2016/17   2015/16 

Burglary Dwellings    1    1 

Burglary Other (sheds etc)  2    4 

Theft of vehicle   0    1 

Theft from vehicle    1    3 

Theft Other    2     2 

Criminal Damage    0    2 

Other Offences    3    2 

 (Includes mostly domestic related incidents) 

 

Overall the figures show a steady but low crime rate for the past few years however other areas 

which we cover have seen an increase in burglaries and we urge residents to remain vigilant 

and address their security (see our website www.westmercia.police.uk for further details)  We 

have continued with increased patrols in the area and have issued security advice. 

  

The figures clearly present the picture that Birlingham and the surrounding area is still a safe 

place to both live and work, however we all have a responsibility to ensure we maintain this. 

 

On behalf of the team and myself I should like to offer my thanks to the Parish Council for all its 

help over the last 12 months. I would also like to say thank you to the Parish as a whole for its 

continued support of the local policing team and for the numerous calls we have received 

relating to suspicious activity, all we ask is that you continue to do this. 

 

Pershore Rural North and South Local Policing Team 

Non-emergency phone number: 101” 

 

 

BELL RINGERS 

 

Chris Woodward  

 

“I make no apologies, I'm responsible for Wednesday evenings racket! You're all spared tonight 

though, we don't have enough ringers. 

 

So, a bit about what we do and a bit of bellringing history. 

 

http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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I've been Tower Captain for the last 5 years. I followed Steve who followed the legendary Bill 

Quarrel. Bill was the Tower Captain for years, it was a privilege to have met and to have been 

taught to ring by him. 

 

Here in Birlingham we practice Change ringing and Method ringing. 

 

Up until the early 1600's Church bells were only chimed. A quarter or half rope wheel fixed to 

the side of the bell enabled the bell to be swung from side to side and thus chime.  It was 

discovered that by mounting a full wheel bells could be rotated 360 degrees and that their 

speed could be controlled. That meant the order the bells ring in could be changed. For 

example, we start ringing in Rounds in the order 1,2,3,4,5,6 then swap bells 2 and 3 by speeding 

up bell 3 and slowing down bell 2. We are now ringing 1,3,2,4,5,6 which gives a different sound. 

Certain permutations sound better than others and are known as "Named changes" - for 

example "Queens" which rings in the order 1,3,5,2,4,6. So when Change ringing we will swap 

pairs of bells to reach a Named change and then either back into Rounds or to another 

Named change .... and so on. 

 

Method ringing came later in the 1600's thanks to Fabian Stedman the so-called Father of 

modern bellringing. Method ringing is about extracting the maximum permutations of the order 

the bells are rung. Ours is a 6-bell tower on which there are 720 permutations, taking up to 30 

minutes to ring. A 7-bell tower has 5040 permutations which could take over 3 hours. A 16-bell 

tower (of which there are a few) would take a staggering 1.3 million years! 

Each bell changes place with every stroke and follows a pattern. We practice a few of the 

simpler methods and will make a couple of hundred change - on a good day! A full peal of 

bells is usually 5040 changes taking over 3 hours. 

 

Once the sport of the upper classes, ringing was taken up by the working classes in the 1800's, 

the tone of the towers lowered and became quote "a place of swearing, drinking and 

smoking". Barrels of beer were often kept in the Belfry. Sadly, the clerics took control and by 

1900 Tower Captains were appointed to keep the bell ringers in order. 

 

We have 6 bells in Birlingham, the oldest being cast in 1685 and the newest in 1980. We 

practice on Wednesdays (as you know!). We have a relaxed approach to our ringing and 

practices are usually followed by drinks at the Swan. We also ring for Services, Weddings and 

occasions such as New Year and Jubilees etc. 

 

Sadly, our numbers are dwindling and soon will be down to just 4 residents plus one from 

Bredon and one from Eckington. 

 

In an effort to tempt potential new ringers we offer a 'Tower Tour' - up to the top for the views, 

down to the Bell chamber to see the bells in action and then to the Ringing chamber to have a 

go. 

 

Anyone interested can contact myself or Stuart or any of the ringers.” 

 

BIRLINGHAM CRICKET CLUB 

 

Mark Yeomans  

 

The Cricket Club is the oldest organisation in the village (after the church!!) – established in 1915 

the ground has been in 3 locations - flat ground behind Whitehall Cottages, post war behind 

the pub (avoiding cow pats) then in 1957 the current ground was laid out in the grounds of the 

original Birlingham House (demolished mid 1920s). The ground is leased from the Porter family 

and Henry Porter is Club President and a keen supporter of the club. 

 

Birlingham is widely acknowledged as one of the most beautiful grounds in the county with 

spectacular trees and a true wicket.  In 60 years only 3 groundsmen have prepared the wicket. 
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The club is always happy to engage in the village and is grateful for its Vice Presidents 

support each year.  The club have supported the Jubilee Millennium celebrations, the Village 

Fete and the Flower and Produce Show, hosting these and other events on the ground. 

 

The club play in Worcestershire County League Division 6 and play Sunday friendlies and also 

let the ground for occasional use by the Worcester Fossils and Bredon 3rd team and also host 

Seniors games.  

 

The club are grateful for Parish Council support with New Homes Bonus grants that have 

enabled a new roof to be put on the machine shed and the current refurbishment of the 

toilets. 

 

Please come and enjoy the ground..... not necessarily the cricket... but the spectacular trees 

and sunshine that always shines when Birlingham are playing!! 

 

BIRLINGHAM VILLAGE SHOOT 

 

Apologises were sent by Johnny McGrath, so Steven Byrne, one of the 10 Guns on the shoot gave 

a short presentation.  

 

“Birlingham Shoot has been part of the community for well over 100 years. It was a Partridge 

shoot historically, but now mainly pheasant. The shoot, is very much a family affair and is very  

Health & Safety conscientious and covered by BASC insurance. 

 

There are 10 Guns and over 32/34 volunteers from the village or nearby.  We have 

accompanied children of 8 or 9 to a oldest member who was 86 last year! 

All are welcome to come along and join us, it’s very social. 

 

Various Land owners give permission to allow us onto their land between October and the end 

January each year to shoot.  We normally Shoot 5 drives on every second Saturday, meeting at 

8.30 am and finishing at about 2.30pm when all of us normally have lunch together in the Pub. 

However, there is considerable work is undertaken by the whole team, the guns, beaters, and 

the pickers, throughout the summer, moving bird pens, cutting grass for the drives, planting 

cover and so on. Everyone is welcome to come and join in, it can be fun working together in 

teams during the summer months.  

 

If you are interested in coming along to see if you may be interested in it Please contact either 

Johnny McGarth on johnnyandgeorgie@hotmail.com or Steven Byrne on sgb@midcity.co.uk” 

 

CUPPA & CHAT 

 

Adrianne Woodward is representing one of the newest societies in the village.  There is endless 

supply of tea and coffee, cake and gossip.  All are welcome.  No membership.  Lift sharing offer.  

An idea which was the initiative to involve the whole community.  Now donate to charities.  

Simple ideas that has taken off.  Its informal and £2.  The first Wednesday of the month. 

 

FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 

 

Dave Kew 

 

History 

The Flower and Produce show was originally started by members of “Birlingham Gentlemen’s 

Club” probably after a few pints in “the Swan” back in 1981 so we are fast approaching our 

40th birthday. The show has only ever been cancelled on one occasion when not enough 

volunteers could be found to run it on the day as Vic Butler and Ian Winnard had tickets to 

watch the test match at Edgbaston.  Over the years many villagers have given their time and 

effort to running the show including Enid & David Caldicott, Bill Trow-poole, Joan Hollier, the 

Herberts, Bill Jowett,  Mary Sadler,  Alan Williams, Steve Mcvitie, Cathy Brunet and Marion New 

to name but a few.  One of my sources revealed that in days gone by Bill Trow-poole would 

mailto:johnnyandgeorgie@hotmail.com
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venture off into Pershore on the morning of the show to go and buy extra produce to pad out 

classifications with too few entrants! 

 

Recent History 

For many years the show has remained in its original format being held on the first Saturday of 

September each year in the village hall with a gentle turnover of committee members allowing 

it to continue.  The only change to this format has seen the show move to Birlingham Cricket 

Club in 2015 in order to accommodate the expanding number of exhibits and to maximise the 

community spirit of the event (sometimes referred to as a bar).  This move has led to investment 

by the F & P Show in a marquee and with the assistance of other organisations i.e. Birlingham 

Cricket Club and the Jubilee Committee, we are investing in a second marquee for 2017. 

 

Ethos  

The F & P show aim to encourage villagers and others of any age, to take part in any of the 

classifications whether it be from entering a simple photograph taken on a smartphone to 

growing your own produce, baking, making preserves or using your artistic skills.  Each year we 

try to find ways of stimulating people to make the effort and hopefully gain a sense of 

achievement regardless of whether or not they win. Without the input of the participants we 

have no show.   

We do not have any visions of grandeur. We run a small surplus each year with the simply task 

of covering our costs which includes maintaining the ever increasing number of trophies and 

now marquees! over the last 5 years we have made ourselves fiscally robust and well managed 

in order that we can provide a solid foundation for future years. 

 

F & P in 2017  

Our ongoing task is to engage with people and get them to enter the show which is our key to 

survival. Over recent years we have started a Facebook page and a twitter feed as well as a 

website. the constant maintenance and posting on these platforms is a task in itself. this forms a 

major part of our strategy to reach out further than the boundaries of Birlingham itself. this 

activity also demonstrates that we as a committee are continuously working throughout the 

year for an end result only seen by the community on show day itself.  Our “headquarters” (the 

phone box) is about to embark upon a revamp and this will be made good over the course of 

the summer months hopefully with the help of our landlords, Birlinghham pc.  We are no longer 

a closed show! The original show was always an open show and we welcome others to enter 

regardless of where they live.  We feel that it is a benefit to all entrants when the standard is 

raised in any classification. 

The current committee members are Caryl Mills, Kris Mills, Clare Kew, Sue Hayward and myself. 

sue is our latest recruit and we are looking for others as the makeup of the committee is too 

concentrated in two households plus we all joined the committee between 6 & 8 years ago 

and maybe approaching our own sell by dates!!!  One of our biggest problems in the last 2 

years is getting volunteers to assist on the day. we are constantly in need so please volunteer 

before you are press ganged in the early hours of 2 September. 

 

Summary  

This is a village show run purely for the enjoyment of the community. the day we lose support is 

the day that it finishes.  We will be publishing the 2017 show guide soon and so i encourage you 

all to find a classification and show us your hidden talents! 

 

FRIENDS OF ST JAMES’ CHURCH 

 

Ian Yates  

Objective of the ‘Friends’ Association 

To maintain, repair, restore, preserve and improve the fabric of the church for the benefit of the 

residents of Birlingham and the public in general. This includes the church building plus the Lych 

Gate, monuments, fixtures, fittings, furniture, stained glass, bells, organ and the church yard. 
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St. James’s Church 

St James the Great has great significance to residents, sitting as it does in the centre of the 

village. It is a limestone Grade II listed building. The original 12th century Norman chancel arch 

is now the main churchyard entrance.  The west tower is 15th century.  The remainder of the 

church was rebuilt in 1871-72. In 2015 village survey, 63% said as an historic building it was 

important to them. 

Friend’s Membership 

Membership is open to all who are interested in furthering the work of the Friends on payment 

of an annual subscription of £15pp (with many giving larger donations). In 15/16, 49 

subscriptions were received from Birlingham residents totalling £1425. 

Fund Raising 

Money for the activities is raised from subscriptions (which are Gift Aided), fund raising events 

(such as Bulb Sunday’s, Christmas Fayre, Musical Evenings, BBQ’s) and grants. In recent years 

this has been used to mend the roof, upgrade the heating and lighting systems and maintain 

the fabric. At the end of December 2016, Friends’ reserves totalled £22,500. 

Committee and Trustees 

There is a small group of trustees that form the committee responsible for fundraising and 

management of the Friends activities. They meet approximately six times per year. 

Future Plans 

In conjunction with the Parochial Church Council (PCC), the Friends are developing a Heritage 

Lottery funding proposal to adapt the church so that it can be used for a wider range of 

activities. This includes installing a kitchen and toilet, staircase to the bell ringing chamber, 

flexible open area as well as a significant program of maintenance in line with the recent 

quinquennial inspection. This will require well in excess of £100,000. 

Why is it important 

Without the support of the Friends, there is a real risk that the church will fall into a state of 

disrepair. The lack of facilities for alternative usage would mean a risk of eventual closure and 

loss to the community. 

How you can help 

You don’t have to be religious to get involved. 

·         Become a Friend for a small annual subscription.  

·         Or join the committee and help with fund raising. 

We run a number of events for Friends during the year such as walks, visits and socials. So come 

and help us maintain an historically important landmark at the centre of our community.  

If interested my contact details are: Ian Yates – ian.yates@sipeda.com 

 

INDEPENDENT WOMEN               

 

June Barke  

 

"The W.I existed in the village for forty years but was rejuvenated ten years ago and is known as 

the I.W. (Independent Woman).   The I.W. was inaugurated on 18 January 2007.   It takes place 

on the third Thursday of the month.  There are thirty members.  The club is about Friendship, 

Fellowship and Fun". 
 

mailto:ian.yates@sipeda.com
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JUBILEE COMMITTEE 

 

Steve Morris 

Chairman 

 

“Over the last year the Jubilee Committee has organised two events: A Birthday Brunch in June 

to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday and a Pram Race in October; both events were well 

attended. 

The Jubilee Committee continue to run the village website (birlingham.org) and the village 

email (Birlingham News). Recently we also took on the Birlingham Bystander, as most of the 

previous committee were no longer able to continue. These three methods of publicising 

information complement each other well. 

The village website has grown over the last five years and is currently undergoing an overhaul; 

when that work is complete, the day-to-day operation of the website will be taken on by a 

new team of six people. The site now also takes advertising for local businesses. 

Birlingham News has just delivered issue 131 and continues to be delivered to over three-

quarters of the population. Thank you to the many people who now regularly contribute to 

Birlingham News and help us to keep up to date with village activities. 

We have recruited some new members for the Bystander Committee and our first edition goes 

out this month. If anyone has ideas for articles for future editions, we will be very pleased to 

hear them. 

The Committee is also responsible for the maintenance of the Jubilee Wood. The trees planted 

in 2015 and now establishing well and the survivors from the original planting are beginning to 

show real progress. Thanks to Karl Grimston for his help with the trees over the last year. 

The Committee’s 25 trestle tables are being well used and various other items have been 

donated: bunting, chairs, camping chairs, heaters, pint glasses – even three music stands. 

We are therefore looking forward to another busy year”. 

ST JAMES’ CHURCH 

 

Report given by Ann Maxwell. 

 

“St James’ church is an iconic building in the centre of the village.  The answers to the village 

survey show how important it is to most residents.  It is used by everyone and is open every day.  

It can be used as a quiet place to sit and there is ow a prayer table in the south aisle with 

candles for people to light. 

 

Services.  We have a service every Sunday, pretty much always at 10.30am and everyone is 

welcomed as they arrive.  We’re always delighted to see you.  Just check the noticeboard for 

any changes to the regular time. 

 

We can also organise weddings, baptisms and funerals for anyone living in the parish regardless 

of denomination, religious beliefs or whether they attend church at all. 

 

We hold special services too, for example to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday last year, with 

refreshments afterwards and that will be much easier to do when we have a kitchen and toilet 

facilities. 

 

Other events.  We also organise fund-raising events such as last year’s races evening and the 

bonfire supper and these have been very popular with a lot of village residents. The next event 

is the Family Fun Day on Sunday 21 May and we’re hoping to get a large turnout for that.  So 

please come! 
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We also look outside our own community and are the receiving station for the Food Bank, 

which is based in Pershore and gives out food to those in need.  There is a box in the church for 

donations and a list of current needs on the church noticeboard. 

 

We have a selection of second hand books in the church for sale in aid of church funds.  This is 

used as a library by a number of people who buy books and then re-donate them as they 

reckon its cheaper than driving to Pershore to use the county library. 

 

Help needed.  Like any organisation in the village, we always need help. There are lots of 

different ways to get involved, such as bell-ringing, arranging flowers, joining one of our 

cleaning sessions, or helping at one of the special events. 

 

Final bit.  The vicar and churchwardens are always available.  We are here for the village, and 

we would welcome any suggestions or requests for community use of the church and 

churchyard.” 

 

Ann joked and said she thought the church predated most groups in the village. 


