
Letter from Walter Fielding-Cotterell, 20 September 2015 
 
 
Hello again Steve and residents, 
  
Sorry I haven't corresponded for a while but things have been pretty hectic on the home front (so 
much for languishing in retirement). 
 
I'm glad the Eckington Bridge lithograph reproduced O.K. at your end. The fact that the barge was a 
sailing vessel and had to be pulled along (and under the bridge) by the 'labouring bargemen’ 
mentioned in the poem indicates that the lithograph pre-dates any mechanical means of propulsion. 
The sails/mast of course would have had to have been constructed in a manner that would have 
enabled them to have been lowered to a horizontal position to pass under the bridge. I can recall 
seeing sizable yachts sailing on the Avon in the 1960s so they also must have been able to lower the 
mast for bridges. I can also recall one tragic incident in the 1960s where a yacht's mast caught on the 
high voltage power-lines somewhere along the same stretch of the river resulting in the death of some 
crew members. Incidentally, does anyone know when the river was made more navigable by the 
construction of weirs and locks to raise water levels?   
  
For weather and farming buffs, we are currently experiencing a period of cold rain with heavy snow 
fall in the high country (which also coincides with lambing in that part of the country). With hot, dry 
periods forecast for lowland Eastern parts of the country this summer, all rain in these parts is 
welcome as aquifers are low and irrigation from ground-water bores is likely to be capped. Water 
abstraction from lowland rivers, which have been running at very low levels since early this year, will 
be prohibited. Dairy farmers are particularly concerned as they rely on very intensive irrigated farming 
methods to cover costs. 
  
Well that's all for now folks. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Walter. 


