
Letter from Walter Fielding-Cotterell, 27 April 2015 
 
 
Hello Steve and residents, 
  
Just discovered this ancient photo of me as a baby at Whitehall probably in 1941. I think it is the 
school buildings that can be seen in the background through the trees. The photo of Whitehall I sent 
to you earlier was taken during my visit to Birlingham in 
2007. The conservatory (?) on the right of the building 
seems to be a more recent addition. However, I notice the 
architecture of the house windows has remained 
unchanged since the 1940s.  
  
Does anyone know of the history of this building? I 
presume it is protected. I recall there is a painting (circa 
1830) by Jane Porter showing St James Church after it 
was rebuilt following the fire that destroyed the original 
building. In the background of the painting is Whitehall. I 
have seen this painting printed on a Christmas card I 
received from my relatives some years ago. Does anyone 
know if this painting is available as a print? It would be 
great to obtain one. 
  
On the same subject, I have an old engraving print of 
Eckington Bridge. There is also a poem "Upon Eckington 
Bridge, River Avon" by Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch 1861-
1944. I hope it is legible after scanning and transmission. 
The poem is from the book "100 Favourite Poems of the 
Countryside" chosen by Laurence Cotterell (no relation). 
I'm not sure what the U.K. copyright laws are in these 
situations but I doubt if anyone will bother to extradite me to face charges!  
  
I have tried to scan the old lithograph I have of Eckington Bridge (complete with the "labouring 
bargemen" mentioned in the poem) but the result was definitely not legible so I will have to try 
something different. 
 
Thanks for informing me of the forthcoming issue of the Birlingham Bystander with the inclusion of my 
letter and photographs. 
  
Please forward my thanks to the editors also for their kind offer to post me a copy, I'm looking forward 
to receiving it. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Walter. 
  



 
  


