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NEW HOMES BONUS  

The New Homes Bonus scheme was introduced by the government in 2011 and was designed to ensure the 
economic benefits of housing growth are returned to the communities in which the growth takes place. 
Birlingham has had very little housing development and so the value of our New Homes Bonus is relatively 
small. However, it has been used in the past to fund improvements at Birlingham Village Hall, the Cricket 
Club and provide a new marquee for the Flower and Produce Show and other village activities. The 
government has now decided to replace this scheme with a new Community Legacy Grant Scheme and any 
unused New Homes Bonus money will be lost if proposals are not submitted by 18th March 2019.  

The value of Birlingham’s New Homes Bonus is £1372. The money will only be released by Wychavon District 
Council for proposals that meet their project criteria. There are three projects that the Parish Council is 
proposing for New Homes Bonus funding as below: 

• Millennium Bench. This is the circular bench that surrounds the plane tree on the village green 
opposite the lych-gate. It has been mentioned at previous Parish Council meetings that the bench is 
now damaging the plane tree by cutting into the trunk and roots and having had the tree surveyed by 
a tree surgeon, the recommendation is that the bench be removed. As the bench is popular with 
villagers and walkers it is hoped that it can be reassembled and re-sited on the village green. However, 
due to the slope on the green, an area will need to be levelled and finished with stone. It is proposed 
that an application for funding is submitted as a contribution towards the cost.  

• War Memorial. As mentioned in the Parish Council November minutes, a booklet has been published 
in commemoration of WW1 titled Birlingham in the Great War of 1914-1918 Lest We Forget. Part of 
the original research by Chris Reynard for a Bystander article revealed that Frederick Quarrell, a 
villager who died in the war, is not on the Birlingham memorial or on any other war memorial. The 
Parish Council fully supports the inclusion of his name on the war memorial and Chris Reynard will 
project lead and draft an application for New Homes Bonus funding as a contribution towards the 
cost.  

• WW2 Booklets: Birlingham in the Second World War. As part of the commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the end of the First World War, the Jubilee Committee produced a booklet detailing the 
50 men who went to war. The committee is now planning a similar booklet to mark the 75th 
anniversary, in 2020, of the end of the Second World War, covering the 39 men and women from 
Birlingham who saw active service. The booklet would provide a permanent record of the service 
personnel and their families, and of life in Birlingham during the war years. The production costs are 
estimated to be £432 and the Jubilee Committee are applying for a grant of £200 towards these costs. 
The remainder of the printing costs will be raised by the committee.  

Residents are therefore invited to contact the Clerk at birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk if they have comments 
on any of these proposals 

March 2019 

Clerk 
Mrs June Hiden 
Lamorna 
Broadway Road 
Birlingham 
WR10 3AF 

mailto:birlingham_clerk@yahoo.co.uk

