
Whinny Hill: Some explanation 
for why we’re showing this 
particular picture. Basically, it’s in 
Scotland, and it’s lovely.
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HRH The Princess Royal –  
Jeremy Makinson

HRH The Princess Royal, Jubilee Woods Patron

 In 2012 Queen Elizabeth II will celebrate her Diamond Jubilee. I 
cannot think of a more fitting tribute to Her Majesty’s 60 year reign than 
for millions of people across the UK to plant trees.

 I have the pleasure of living on the edge of a beech wood; they are 
places for reflection and play, they provide vital homes for wildlife and 
are quite simply, very beautiful, especially in the spring and in the  
autumn.

 As Patron of the Jubilee Woods’ project I am delighted to be part 
of the plans to create 60 special woods, each paying tribute to a year of  
The Queen’s reign. I very much hope landowners across the country will 
join the celebration and help form this valuable and historic legacy.

 I look forward to working with companies, communities, families 
and individuals as the Jubilee Woods project unfolds. By coming  
together, I know we can create something lasting and wonderful.



For the past 58 years, Queen Elizabeth II has 
been making history. Next to Queen Victoria 
she is our longest-serving monarch, and in 2012 
we will celebrate her Diamond Jubilee. I can 
think of no more fitting way to pay tribute to 
Her Majesty’s reign than by planting trees which 
will be a lasting legacy for our children and 
grandchildren.

Many trees at Chatsworth are at least 500 
years old and have been loved and nurtured 
by my family for generations. They are living 
barometers, measuring memories and the 
passing of the years, and sustain more and more 
life as they grow.

As I write, the largest tree-planting project to 
take place at Chatsworth for over 90 years 
is underway, and these fledgling saplings will 
become flourishing young trees in my lifetime. 
It will be a privilege to bequeath these growing 
gifts to others who can enjoy them for years 
to come, in the same way I have cherished the 
trees my own family planted all those years ago.

I hope you will join me in planting trees to 
celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee.

Duke of Devonshire KCVO, CBE, DL
Left: Chatsworth House and woods – 
wikipedia/Paul Collins
Above: The Duke of Devonshire

Sometimes we are so busy looking forward or back we 
can forget that at every moment, history is being made 

Foreword



‘I am sure that this, my 
Coronation, is not the symbol 
of a power and a splendour that 
are gone but a declaration of our 
hopes for the future’

Coronation Day speech, 2 June 1953 On Wednesday, 6 February 1952 at the age 
of 25, Princess Elizabeth received the news 
of her father King George VI’s death and her 
own accession to the throne.  The Queen 
is Head of State in the UK and 15 other 
Commonwealth realms, and has reigned 
through more than five decades of enormous 
social development and change. 

The 2012 Diamond Jubilee marks her 60th 
year as monarch. Other than Queen Victoria 
in 1897, she is the only British sovereign ever 
to celebrate a Diamond Jubilee. This long-
standing service and dedication to her duties 
displays immense commitment to her country 
and are outstanding achievements. 

The Queen has planted countless trees 
throughout her reign to mark significant 
occasions. Just as those trees are part of her 
legacy, the trees we will plant in her honour 
will be part of ours.  

Left: The Queen’s Coronation day – 
Press Association
Above: Empress Frederick planting 
an oak to celebrate her mother 
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee – 
image courtesy of Maresfield Parish 
Council; The Queen planting trees 
in Cambridge – PA Archive/Press 
Association Images; and in South Africa 
– EMPICS Entertainment

The Diamond Jubilee

1897 1969 1995



‘I was a five-year-old child when the Queen 
celebrated her 1977 Silver Jubilee. If I’d 
planted trees then, I would now be able to 
walk beneath them with my own children. 
This time, we plan to plant trees together 
– giving them the chance to enjoy that 
pleasure one day.’

Alexandra Rudge, Derbyshire 

The Woodland Trust is honoured to have  
the support of Buckingham Palace as we  
pay tribute to her Majesty’s 60-year reign  
by planting millions of native trees across  
the UK.  

We are delighted that Her Royal Highness  
The Princess Royal is the Patron for the 
Jubilee Woods project. 

Jubilee Woods will involve millions of people 
and create hundreds of new native woods to 
celebrate the 2012 Diamond Jubilee – forming 
a living legacy for generations to come.  

These woods will transform our landscapes 
within a generation. If a wood had been 
planted in 1977 for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee 
it would now be 35 years old – beautiful, 
valuable, and filled with life.

Left: Dishcombe Wood, thirty years after 
planting, around the time of the Silver 
Jubilee – WTPL/Ben Lee
Above: Planting trees – WTPL;  
young woodland – WTPL/Colin Varndell; 
established woodland – WTPL/Chris Calvey

A living legacy



‘The Ash Dome was planted in 1977 to grow a domed 
space for the 21st century as an act of faith and long term 
thinking.  Similar to the Royal Navy planting oaks in 1800 
to build the fleet in the 20th century and to the Chinese 
potters who, working with the bed of clay lain down 
by their grandfathers, would lay a bed of clay for their 
grandchildren.’

David Nash, August 2010

Here in the UK we are custodians of a rich and 
precious landscape; the much-cherished but 
fragile inheritance our ancestors left behind.  
Trees and woods make up an integral part of 
this legacy – our ancient trees are priceless 
artefacts: beautiful, essential and irreplaceable. 

In the last decade, the rate of native tree 
planting in the UK has been in alarming 
freefall, a steep and rapid decline that has 
entrenched our position as one of the least-
wooded countries in Europe.   

As our Queen takes her place in history on 
this Diamond Jubilee, we have the opportunity 
to mirror her example and commitment to 
her country. 

This is our chance to leave our own legacy. 
Working together we can create woodland 
that will live through ages and traditions, 
growing ever more established and eventually 
securing its own place as part of our country’s 
much-treasured heritage. 

Left: Ash Dome by David Nash, 
planted in 1977 in a secret location 
in Snowdonia – Jonty Wilde
Above:  Beautiful British landscape 
– WTPL/Nick Spurling

Our place in history



The Jubilee Woods project is a celebration: 
not only of our Queen but of our shared 
history, and the history we in turn would 
like to create. With the help of millions 
of people across the country, we want to 
start something momentous; culminating in 
a collection of woods, groves, copses and 
spinneys, each with their own significance. 

Of these, 60 will be Diamond Woods – each 
a 60 acre woodland. Hundreds of smaller  

Jubilee woods and copses will signify the 
countrywide celebration of this historic event. 
Meanwhile, community, school and individual 
plantings across the UK are predicted to 
run into their thousands, as neighbourhoods, 
friendship groups and families come together 
to join the celebration.

We expect at least a million people to be 
instrumental in the planting, with children in 
particular being actively involved. The project 
offers both landowners and communities an 
unmissable chance to mark this moment in a 
way that will stay with them forever.  

Left: Young rowan tree – iStock/Michael Hieber
Above: Planting trees – WTPL/Douglas Blanks 
and WTPL/Paul Carter

The Jubilee 
Woods Project



‘A man does not plant a tree for himself, 
he plants it for posterity’

Alexander Smith 

Our vision is the creation of 60 Diamond 
Woods; one for each year of her Majesty’s 
reign. With the Queen’s support, the 
Woodland Trust is looking for landowners 
to lead the way as we take the first steps 
towards transforming our landscape.  

The selected landowners can create an 
exclusive Diamond Wood – one of just 60 in 
the UK. We expect these woods to reflect the 
wider scope of woodland: from art and fuel to 

flood prevention and recreation, woods and 
trees have stronger significance in the 21st 
century than ever before. 

A living, breathing legacy and the ultimate 
tribute to her majesty, each Diamond Wood 
will support our best-loved birds and wildlife 
and feature in a beautiful commemorative 
booklet, which the Woodland Trust will 
present to the Queen at the completion of 
the project. 

Sites should ideally be around 60 acres 
although those above 20 acres may be 
considered. Planting will commence from 
autumn 2011 until the close of 2012.  

Left: Beautiful beech trees – Colin Varndell
Above: WTPL/Steven Kind,  
Dawn Monrose and WTPL/E Hamilton

The Diamond Woods



‘The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.  
The next best time is now’ 

Chinese Proverb

Each successful Diamond Woods applicant will 
be offered a tailored design service for their 
wood, incorporating species selection and 
managing integral aspects such as open spaces 
and access. Aftercare visits spread over the 
coming years will ensure your wood is well-
tended and healthy. 

Sharing the wealth of knowledge accumulated 
over four decades, the Trust will advise on 
best practice, contractor management, grants, 

bulk buying and much more. We will also offer 
onsite branding, and a strong media profile, 
which in turn will help garner support from 
local people and organisations when planting 
begins in earnest. 

The final 60 Diamond Woods owners will 
also be invited to an exclusive celebration 
to thank them in person for their invaluable 
contribution to the project. 

To submit your Diamond Wood application 
please speak to our dedicated Woodland 
Creation team on 08452 935 689 or visit 
www.moretreesmoregood.org.uk/jubilee. 
We will be assessing and approving 
applications on an ongoing basis from 
September 2010.

Left: Ramsons in woodland – Colin Varndell
Above: Consultation and advice – WTPL; 
Help with planting – Niall Benvie;  A Trust 
celebration event at Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre – WTPL/Phil Lockwood

Working with the 
Woodland Trust



Jubilee Woods is our biggest project yet and has 
the potential to transform our isles forever.  
To succeed we must raise a significant sum; 
enough for thousands of communities and 
schools to plant millions of trees. That means 
we need help from individuals and organisations 
who want to make a difference. 

Some of the costs include:   

£10,000 will enable 500 schoolchildren and a 
local community to plant a Diamond Wood

£1m will provide a million trees for 
communities to plant

£5m to acquire and create the flagship 
Woodland Trust Diamond Wood

Corporate Sponsorship packages are available. Call 01476 581112 to find out more.

We could mark your contribution by:

• Onsite recognition at your Jubilee  
or Diamond Wood

• Exclusive invitation to Jubilee  
celebration events

• Networking opportunities  

• Branded Jubilee products

• Engaging your friends, staff or 
customers with tree planting

Left: Child learning about trees – 
WTPL/Stuart Handley
Above: Children learning about 
trees – WTPL/Nick Cobbing, 
WTPL/Deborah Morris

Help us get there 



‘The wonder is that we can see these trees  
and not wonder more.’

Ralph Waldo Emerson



Project Patron Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal

The Woodland Trust, Grantham, Lincolnshire NG31 6LL.
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