
Individual Electoral Registration (IER) 

In 2010, the Coalition Government announced its intention to implement IER in an 
aim is to increase public trust in the system, encourage people to take individual 
responsibility for their own votes, introduce more convenient channels for 
registration, and reduce the risk and perception of electoral fraud, while maximising 
completeness and accuracy. 

 

What is IER? 

Previously, one person in every household was responsible for registering everyone 
else who lives at that address. From June 2014, each person is now required to 
register to vote individually, rather than by household.  

This new system of Individual Electoral Registration (IER) started in Wychavon on 10 

June and brings about biggest change to the electoral registration system in nearly 

100 years. 

The new system is quicker and easier for many people as it also make it possible to 

register on line for the first time. 

As part of the transition to IER those already registered to vote have had their details 

on the existing electoral register checked against their details on the Department for 

Work and Pensions (DWP) database.  Coupled with local data, for any records 

retuned as unmatched from the DWP, the majority of existing electors, 94%, have 

transferred to IER automatically without them having to do anything.    These 

electors will be written to and confirm that they are registered and do not need to do 

anything else. 

All remaining unmatched electors will be written to in August advising them that they 

need to provide some more information, National insurance number and date of 

birth, and advising them how they can do this on line, over the phone or by returning 

the form we send to them.   

We will be engaging with groups less likely to be “confirmed” such as young people, 

home-movers, private renters and students in an aim to get them registered.  This 

will include door to door canvassing of non-responders. 

All properties without registered electors are also being contacted to check if anyone 

there should be registered and inviting them to make a registration. 

The revised register of electors will be published on 1st December and will be the 

register used for the 2015 elections.  Any existing elector who has not registered 

individually at this point will be carried forward but will not be entitled to vote by post 

or proxy.  They can, however, still apply to be registered individually and make a new 

application for an absent vote at any point up to 12 working days before the 2015 

elections.   

Anyone newly applying to vote by post or proxy must be registered individually. 


