
Find out more online:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/pershoretrees

Worcestershire County Council

Consultation

Proposal to Replace the 
London Plane Trees.
Broad Street – Pershore
Autumn 2015
Closing Date 5pm, 30th November, 2015

Find out more online:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/pershoretrees

You can contact us in the following ways:

Contact:
If you have any questions, please email: wts@worcestershire.gov.uk 

or for further information about the proposal to replace the trees in Broad Street please view online: 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/pershoretrees

This document can be made available in other languages and alternative on request from The Hub on telephone 
number 01905 765765 or by emailing worcestershirehub@worcestershire.gov.uk

To the best of our knowledge all information was correct at the time of printing (October 2015)



32

Proposal to Replace the London Plane Trees. Broad Street – Pershore

What are we proposing?
Worcestershire County Council is proposing to remove the existing London Plane trees in Broad Street 
and replace them with a more appropriate species. This will include addressing any damage to the 
footways caused by the trees and reinstating the block paving.

Why Are We Doing This?

The London Plane trees are starting to cause issues 
to existing highway infrastructure. Specifically, the 
roots are starting to raise the blockwork of the 
footways and the grating surrounding the base of 
the trees. Where the footways have been repaired, 
the tarmac patching looks very unsightly.

To date, a number of injuries to pedestrians 
have been reported. 

Despite pollarding, the foliage continues to block 
light into nearby windows and the expanding 
root system is left totally unmanaged. The 
roots are tough and aggressive and could cause 
further damage to footways as well as impacting 
upon nearby privately owned properties and 
infrastructure belonging to statutory utility 
undertakers (e.g. water/electricity/gas).

The trees have already outgrown their ironwork 
protection frames and replacing these with larger 
frames or building ‘raised beds’ is not a solution. 
Indeed, raised beds could create a further tripping 
hazard and would inevitably also suffer damage 
from root invasion.

Why Can’t We Manage The Existing 
Trees Further?

Worcestershire County Council has been aware 
of problems with the trees and footway surfaces 
in Broad Street for some time. During this time 
interim work has been carried out in order 
that options could be explored for the future 
maintenance of the area.

As part of these considerations the existing trees 
have been assessed by an arbouriculturist who has 
recommended that the long term management 
of the area would be best served by their 
replacement with a more appropriate species.

The London Plane, which was historically chosen 
primarily for its resistance to air pollution, has a 
potential for significant growth. It is this growth 
that threatens the existing, restricted environment 
that could lead to increased deterioration in 
footways, utilities infrastructure and nearby 
structures.

Costs
Existing Trees

The cost of maintaining the existing London Plane 
trees over the next 15 years amounts to £29,900. 
This cost does NOT include any compensation 
claims against the Council for personal injury or 
property damage. These additional costs could be 
significant.

Ultimately, the trees will still need to be removed 
as they will, at some point in the future, outgrow 
their location.

Option Costs

The cost of each proposed option over the next 
15 years amounts to:

• Option A  
(removal and no replacement): £4,860

• Option B  
(replacement with Acer Campestre): £18,710

• Option C  
(replacement with Malus Trilobata): £17,460

• Option D  
(replacement with Tilia Cordata): £19,960

All options will include the reinstatement of 
block paving.
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This low maintenance 
species grows to 
approximately 7m. It has a 
narrow compact form with 
small flowers and leaves that 
turn from orange to red to 
deep purple in the Autumn. 
Flowers but only produces 
small fruit (crab apple) after 
very hot summers.

Option C – Malus TrilobataOption B – Acer Campestre ‘Streetwise’

Option A – Remove the existing trees and do not replant

Options to Replace the Existing  
London Plane Trees

To remove the existing trees, not replacing them with an alternative species. This would mean that there 
would no longer be any trees in Broad Street.

A number of recommendations have been put forward by tree specialists. These have been shortlisted 
to the following options.

4

This field maple tree has 
been bred with a neat, 
narrow, upright egg shaped 
canopy. Ideal for planting 
where space is limited. 

Trees are expected to reach 
a height of about 10 metres.

The spring leaves are green, 
deepening as the summer 
goes on and the autumn 
colour is an orangey-yellow. 
There are winged seeds.
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Response Form
1. Given the on-going maintenance costs and  
the risk to pedestrians, existing foot ways, nearby 
buildings and utility infrastructure (e.g. drains),  
do you understand why we are proposing to 
remove/replace the trees?

 Yes

 No (If no, please explain)

2. Please select your preferred option regarding 
the replacement of the trees (Please tick one).

 A. Removal and no replacement 

 B. Acer Campestre ‘Streetwise’

 C. Malus trilobata

 D. Tilia Cordata ‘Rancho’ 

3. Do you have any further comments? 
(please write any other comments or suggestions 
below):

Personal Details
Please tick your details:

Status (tick the one box that mostly describes 
your status)

 Pershore resident

 Local village resident

 Shopper

 Local business

 Both resident and business

 Work in the area

 Visitor

 Other (please state)

 

Gender

 Male  Female

Age range

 16-24  25-34  35-54

 55-64  65 -74  75+

Home post code:

Please send in your responses by 5pm, Monday 30th November, 2015 to:
Transport Programme and Commissioning Team 
Worcestershire County Council 
Pavilion E2 
Spetchley Road 
Worcester  
WR5 2NP

If you have access to the internet, please respond on-line: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/pershoretrees

Thank you for getting involved. 

Option D – Tilia Cordata ‘Rancho’

Data Protection
Any personal information will be held and used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.  
Worcestershire County Council will not disclose such information to any unauthorised person or body 
but, where appropriate, will use such information when carrying out its various functions and services.

What Happens next?
Thank you for taking the time to respond to this consultation. All consultation responses will be assessed 
and the findings included in a report to assist the decision making process. The outcomes from this 
exercise will be considered at the start of December 2015 with a decision expected later that same 
month. We are not able to acknowledge individual comments, however these will be evaluated and 
reported upon anonymously on our website after the closing date together with any decisions taken.

This grows to approximately 15 
metres tall. It branches diagonally 
upright and is not overhanging. 
The leaves are small and dark 
green, turning yellow in Autumn.


